THE SHEPHERD PSALM.

Psalm: 23.

“The Lord is my Shepherd”

Opinions about the context of this Psalm: - Some say David sang this while he was very young and shepherding his fathers’ sheep. Some others say that this was sung at the closing years of his life, when death was near. Yet others say that David sang this at the valley of Elah when he was facing Goliath. Some others believe that David composed this when he was a fugitive chased by King Saul. For all these opinions they take examples from this Psalm. But I personally believe with lost of Bible scholars that David sang this song in the context of 2 Sam: 15-19, when he was in great danger, chased by his son Absalom. In a way it is good that we do not know the exact circumstance of this psalm. So we can apply to any hard situation we face. This is a blank cheque for us to use in any difficult experience of life.

It is interesting to note that this Psalm is right in the center of the Bible, and it comes after Psalm: 22 and precedes Psalm: 24. Let us not the beauty of these three psalms, exhaling Jesus Christ and our relationship with Him.

Psalm: 22:  The Cross; Death; As Prophet; Good shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. (John: 10:11) Sin’s penalty is paid; Justified; Jesus’ first appearance. He took care of our past.

Psalm: 23: Jesus the Great Shepherd (Heb: 13:20), He lives for us in heaven, He leads us, He sanctifies us, He saves us from the power of sin, He is our priest, He appears in Heaven for us. He takes care of our present, Great Shepherd.
Psalm: 24: He is our King, He is coming again, He will save us from the presence of sin, our glorification, and He is going to appear for us. He takes care of our future. Chief Shepherd. (1 Pet: 5:4)Yes, Jesus is sufficient for our yesterday, our today and our tomorrow. He appeared for me on the cross, He appears in heaven for me and He will appear again for me as king. (Heb: 9:23-28). He is my prophet, my priest and king.
Now let us see this Great Shepherd in Psalm: 23.

“THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD”:  

It is a present, continuous relationship – “IS”

It is a personal relationship – “MY”

It is a dependant life on Him – Shepherd.

Vv: 1- 4:  HE IS THE SHEPHERD AND WE ARE THE SHEEP.
Three responsibilities of Shepherd:  Feeding, Leading, Guarding.
He FEEDS ME:’ Makes me lie down in green pastures. Hungry sheep will not lie down. He feeds me with green grass (fresh and new meals). 
He LEADS ME “beside the still waters”... Sheep are afraid of running water. My Shepherd knows my problems and fears.  My Shepherd does not DRIVE me from behind, but He goes in front of me and LEADS me. There are two kinds of shepherds. ‘Hireling Shepherd’ works for wages and drives from behind. ‘Owner Shepherd’ goes in front and leads. He meets the danger first. He knows the name of each sheep. But hireling does not know the sheep. (John: 10 and Ezek: 34.)  Because He leads me and accompanies with me, I am secure. “He leads me in the paths of righteousness FOR HIS NAME SAKE”= for
The reputation of His Name. This means none of us will be lost on the way! My salvation is secure. If he saved 100 sheep he will take all the 100 till the end. Some will walk and others on His shoulder!! He leads us according to your limitations.

 HE GUARDS ME: “Thy ROD and thy staff they comfort me”.  ROD is used against the enemy. Staff is used by the shepherd to touch at the back or pull by the leg, to lead into the right direction.
HE HEALS ME, he revives me and He restores me. “He restoreth my soul”. In our journey in the wilderness there are times we become tired, weak and sick. But the good shepherd pours His oil and wine and he gives His daily manna and we are made stronger as we wait on Him. 

VV: 5, 6:  HE IS THE HOST AND WE ARE THE GUESTS.
David had in mind the plenteous table with food items that Barzillai brought for him, as he was running way from Absalom. “Thou prepare a table in the presence of my enemies”. (2 sam: 15-17)

My shepherd fills me and makes me overflow with joy and peace. “My Cup runs over”.

Ours is an overflowing life when our Shepherd leads, feeds, guards and heals.

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life”- Goodness and mercy shall pursue me (chase me) is the correct reading. Though Absalom and his armies chase him, David rest assured that God’s army of goodness and mercy pursue him and protects him.  

My Shepherd is enough for me in this life – “All the days of my life”.

My shepherd is enough for me in that life – “I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”

Oh, what a blessedness to have Jesus Christ as our shepherd! Many may know Psalm number 23 memorized. Many may sing this psalm melodiously. But only few know the

Shepherd of Psalm: 23. Do you know Him personally?  Do you live in His presence?

Are you fed by Him? Are you led by Him? Are your healed by Him? Are you guarded by Him?

