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SECOND MILE CHRISTIANS
            (Extra Mile for Jesus)
“And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two”. Matt: 5:42
Jesus was talking to disciples showing the contrast between Law and Grace. Under law, people did things because of ‘duty’, rules and regulations. But under Grace, we are expected to do things because of Love, without calculating and much more than we are expected to do, because ‘we have received freely and we need to give freely”. 

There was a custom in those days. If a Roman has a burden to carry, he could demand a Hebrew to carry that ‘one mile’. Every Hebrew home had marked one mile around their houses to show the limit for such a service. This was the expectation under Law. But Jesus has exhorted His disciples to go an ‘extra mile’, beyond their duty. 

In our Christian life, God wants us to be ready to go an extra mile for Him in all things, compelled by love. Now let us see only seven of them.
1: Go the second mile In HOLINESS.  1 Pet: 1:15, 16.

Born again people are called Saints. We do not have to wait till death to be declared saints. We have the Positional Holiness, because we are in Christ. But for our daily life we need daily Sanctification. This is progressive. This continues toll death. When we compare with others we may think we are better in purity. But we are to compare our holiness with the Holiness of God. We will always fall short. We need to strive to be Holy like Him.  In Positional Holiness every believer is a saint. We are covered by the
Righteousness of Christ. But for Practical Holiness, we have to sanctify ourselves each day. We need to examine our lives in the light of God’s Word. If we find any thing that is against God’s will, if we have failed or fallen in sins, we have to confess our sins and Get daily cleaning from the Lord. The world is watching our lives. We must show the beauty of Christ in us. Through that the world will be attracted to our Savior Jesus Christ.
2: Go the second mile in PRAYER. Luk: 11:5-10 
Many of us do prayers like ‘hit and run’ policy. But persistence in prayer is advocated by our Lord. He knows our needs and problems even before we tell Him. However, He wants to see our seriousness on the matter. He said that prayer with fasting is required in some cases. (Matt: 17:21)

Jacob wrestled with God at Penuel (Gen: 32). He insisted to the Lord, “Unless you bless me I will not let you go”. Jacob was desperate for God’s intervention and blessing.

Jesus prayed in great agony at the Garden of Gethsemane. “His sweat began to fall on the ground as great drops of blood” says the Bible record.  John Hyde was a missionary to the North India. He was not a great preacher. But he was a man of prayer. John Hyde often spent many hours in prayer, kneeling down and at times falling prostrate before God. Therefore, it was said this his heart moved from one side to the other!  He was known as “Praying Hyde”. Harvest of many souls and tremendous revival broke out in Punjab because God honored the travailing, persistent prayer of his child.

Prayer does not change God. Prayer changes the one who prays. His heart and mind is prepared to receive what the Lord has to give. God is not able to give so many blessings to us because He has not seen the seriousness in us. He cannot trust us with those blessings. He knows that we will use the blessings for our own benefits and satisfaction of our ego.

Satan trembles when he sees a child of God on his knees. He is not worried about our preaching, gospel campaigns and routine worship services. But Satan is afraid of our prayers in the will of God, because he knows that true prayer shakes earth, hell and heaven. Fervent prayers reach three worlds- Earth, Hell and Heaven. Prayer is our communion with the power house, God Himself. It is easier for believers to preach, read the Bible and attend corporate worship services. But it is so hard to spend on our knees half an hour a day, in prevailing prayer.
3: Go the second mile in the FULLNESS OF SPIRIT.  Eph: 5:18-21

Born again believers have the indwelling of the Spirit from the time they are saved. They are sealed, anointed and baptized by the Holy Spirit. They have the earnest (guarantee) of the Holy Spirit and that is the down payment for our future bodily glorification and possession of glorious heaven. The Holy Spirit does not leave a believer when a child of God commits sin. Of course he grieves the Spirit and loses the joy of Salvation. Each believer is the member of the Church which is formed by the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Though the gifts of the Spirit may differ from person to person, each person has the indwelling of the Spirit till the day of our final redemption. 

We do not have to wait again for another out pouring of Spirit from outside, as many people mistakenly believe.  A believer who has the indwelling of the Spirit requires daily and moment by moment ‘filling’. This does not mean the Holy Spirit enters again into us from outside, as in the day of Pentecost. Oswald J Smith said, “Filling of the Holy Spirit does not mean you have to wait and get more of the Spirit, but it means that you allow the Holy Spirit in you to have the complete control of you”. It is not that you need more of the Holy Spirit. But it means that Holy Spirit wants more of you.

Stated simply, filling of the Holy Spirit is a process. When we sin and grieve the Spirit, we lose the joy of Salvation. We become dry and fruitless. So we need to confess our faults and renew our commitment to the Lord. When we do that, the Holy Spirit who is already in us will take full control of us and He (Holy Spirit) will be happy again. Then we get back the joy of our salvation and ‘our cups run over”. This is the overflowing life or the fullness of Spirit. 
Spirit Filled life is manifested in the production of ‘fruit’ listed in gal: 5:22. We become people of God’s love. We manifest our love by humility, tenderness, compassion, patience, longsuffering and peace.  In Eph: 5:18-21 a Spirit filled Christian is Joyful, Thankful and humble. A Christian becomes powerful when he is in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. (Acts: 1:8; 4:31). The unmistakable evidence of the fullness of the Spirit is the Holy boldness in declaring the Word of God. When the coward Peter who denied Jesus three times, was filled with the Spirit, he began to preach the Word in great power and boldness.

Many people boast of fullness by exhibiting some ‘gifts’ of the Spirit. If they do not produce the ‘fruit’ they are just like tress with many branches and green leaves, but without fruits. Christianity has many of them. But God is looking for ‘fruit’ on the tree. May we become fruitful Christians, filled with the Holy Spirit, each day of our lives?
4:    Go the second mile in LOVE.  . John: 13:34, 35.
Love is the measurement of discipleship. We are asked to love as Jesus loved. He loved the weak. He loved the ungodly. He loved the enemies. 
But our love vacillates and fluctuates. We love the lovable. We love those who are good to us. Often we hate those who hate us and hurt us.  Jesus loved us (enemies) even at the point of death. This is the love that Jesus demands from us in the Church and also towards all. The epistles of Paul record the ‘brotherly love’ and hospitality in the early Church. He called them ‘beloved’ in Christ. Paul often testified that he longed to see the believers. He knew their names. He knew their needs. I am often amazed to note that Paul knew the names of even those whom he had not seen.  He wrote to the Philippians Christians, ‘I have you in my mind, I have you in my heart, I have you in my prayers and I long for you’. (Phil: 1:1-5)

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians,” So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the Gospel, but also our lives, because you had become dear to us”  (1 Thes;2:8). To the Galatians he said, “My little children for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in you” (Gal: 4:19). The Corinthians did not like Paul. But His heart was wide open towards them, expanded by the love of Christ. (2 Cor: 6:11, 12).  It was Love that compelled Paul to be known as the filth of this world for the sake of the glory of the Corinthians. He sacrificed so much for the sake of the hostile Corinthians who stood against him.

Dear servants of God, your services may not be rewarded properly by the churches that you serve and suffer. Often the recipients of your sacrificial services may oppose you, criticize you and even vote against you. Often you may think it is a thankless job. But brother, do not lose heart. Your real reward waits for you in Glory. That will be given o you by the righteous judge. He will not forget you. So keep on loving the Church and serve them with gladness.
5: Go the second mile in FORGIVENESS. Col: 3:13

 Jesus prayed for his enemies,” Forgive them for they know not what they do”. They beat him, crowned him with thorns, spat upon his face, and mocked Him, and nailed Him to the cross. But He forgave them. 

God is expecting the same kind of forgiveness from us. It is hard to forgive those who persecute us. It is hard to forgive those who capture our land and house. It is humanly impossible to forgive those who Gossip against us and spread all kinds of false rumors. But the Lord wants us to follow His example of forgiveness.

Australian Missionary Graham Stains served the lepers of Orissa for three decades, so sacrificially. He was like a father to these helpless and neglected people. But the Hindu fanatics, the Bajrangdal, burnt to death this dear missionary and his two precious sons in the midnight as they were sleeping in a jeep. The sane nation found it hard to forgive Bagrangdal and its cruel leader Dhara Singh. But the world was amazed when the wife of the missionary, Elizabeth declared that she has forgiven the murderer! This is going the extra mile in forgiveness. This expression of sublime forgiveness challenged the nation and inspired thousands to turn towards Christ who is the embodiment of love and forgiveness. 
This story has moved me tremendously as I was struggling on the matter of love and forgiveness towards those brethren who blatantly and ferociously attacked me and plotted for my humiliation till my death. 
I thank God for His Word that healed me and His Example that motivated me to love and forgive my enemies. I could see them not as my enemies, but as only tools in the hands of the devil.  So, this message comes from my heart and experience. May this message inspire you to forgive your enemies unconditionally?
6: Go the second mile in MISSIONS. Josh: 14:12
Caleb was 85 years old when he claimed the Mount Hebron. The present name of this mount is El-Khalel and it is 3060+ feet high. When the land of Canaan was divided and distributed to the 12 tribes, Caleb the old man had the faith to ask for the highest mountain.  God is looking for men and women who will claim the mountains for God.

God is seeking for people who will go as missionaries to the hardest places. Other tribes, even the strongest ones were trying to settle with easier places. 
God is looking for men and women who will claim the mountains for God in Evangelism and Christian Missions. Go needs men and women to go to places where nobody has gone before; to tribes and tongues that are in remote and dangerous places. God is looking for people like Hudson Taylor, Adoniram Judson, David Brainerd, William Carey, Mary Slessor, Gladys Ailward and David Livingstone.
More than ten thousand people groups are yet to hear the Gospel. Who will go to them with the Gospel of salvation?  By His grace I obeyed His call to preach the Gospel to the tribes that lived on the mountains of the North east India. By faith I claimed those mountains. God honored my obedience. He allowed me to see thousands of souls brought to His Everlasting Kingdom.

Dear Christian, God calls you to ‘launch out into the deep’, risk your life and go to win souls to the ends of the earth. Be like Caleb. Claim the mountains for the Lord.

You may have a mountain in your home. You know it and God knows what that mountain is. I do not know. Have faith in God. Pray and wait. God will move that mountain for you. Caleb could claim the mountain even at the age of 85. Do not say any excuses. God is calling you. Just obey His call.
7: Go the second mile in GIVING. 2 Cor: 8:1-6, Mark: 14:1-14
In the Old Testament God’s people were asked to give Tithe. That was God’s portion. Over and above this, there were times they were asked to give free will offerings, according to their capacity. This they did when the Tabernacle was built.  Further, they were giving to the servants of God as the Lord enabled them. 

Tithe in the Store House, Donations to the projects and Free will gifts to the servants of God- these are the three ways Giving was practiced in the Old Testament. 

In the New Testament, under the age of Grace, we are not commanded to give tithe. However He did not object to that. (Matt: 23:23). We are to give above and beyond the tithe. “Freely you have received, freely you give” is the instruction. I see a clear similarity in the Old Testament and New Testament giving. We are to give above Tithe .We is to give to the servants of God. Paul tells of the gifts he received from the Philippian Church more than once (Phil: 4). Then we read of giving for specific projects like famine relief. (1 Cor: 16:1, 2. Acts: 11:27-30)

Macedonian Christians showed a good example of sacrificial giving. (2 Cor: 8:1-5, 9:1-8). They were very poor. They were in deep trial. But they gave themselves to the Lord. Because of that they gave even beyond their ability and above the expectation of the Apostle. Even after they were asked not to give, they gave liberally, generously, cheerfully and as the Lord told them in their hearts. Contrasted to this, the Corinthian Church was poor and unfaithful in their giving (2 Cor: 11:8). But they boasted about their spiritual gifts.  For us, Macedonian Churches stand as example. May the Lord make as faithful stewards of the manifold blessings He has bestowed upon us? Let us go the second mile in giving. Christian Missions, Evangelism and winning souls will increase if we practice faithful giving for the Lord. 

May God help us to be second mile Christians in all these areas? 

