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PERSONAL REVIVAL

“Revive us again Oh Lord that thy people may rejoice in you” Psalm: 85:6

“O Lord revives thy work in the midst of the years!” Hab: 3:2

“If my people which are called my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”2Chro:7:14

Revival is required for believers, not for sinners. Sinners are in need of salvation. They need to hear the Gospel. They need to be evangelized. They have to repent of their sin. They have to receive Jesus as their personal Savior and Lord. What they need is regeneration. They must be born again.
But a born a gain, regenerated child of God needs Revival or Renewal. He is eternally saved. But when some sins creep into his life, he loses the Joy of Salvation. He becomes fruitless. He becomes dry and ineffective. Then he needs revival and most people call it renewal.

Renewal or Revival is to get back what is lost. Salvation cannot be lost. But the joy of salvation can be lost... He has grieved the Holy Spirit who is dwelling in him. The relationship as child of God cannot be broken. But the fellowship with the Lord can be broken. Getting back this fellowship is called revival. Revival is the return, back to good health, joy, power, fruitfulness and sweet fellowship with the Lord.
Now let us examine the five fold factors in true, personal revival. These facts are taken from the stories of Bible Characters, especially three of them: - Peter, Jacob and King David.

1: REVIVAL BEGINS WITH GOD: 
   “Revive us again O, Lord…” Ps: 85:6.
Man cannot manufacture revival. He can only prepare the ground for God to work and bring revival. God is the only revivalist. There is no revivalist among men. Calling some men as “Revivalist” is contrary to the Bible. God may use some men to bring revival. That may be a preacher or a singer or a writer or a prayer warrior. They are instruments in God’s hands. They are not revivalists.

     God used Evan Robert as a tool in His hands for the Welsh Revival. But people started elevating him and calling him as ‘revivalist’. This lifting of a man was sin. That brought the revival into a stand still. Then men continued with mere emotional outbursts which are known as ‘counterfeit revival’. In counterfeit revivals people elevate the preachers, exalt emotional outburst and boast about obtaining spiritual gifts. But lives will not be changed. 
In true revival people of God repent of their sins and lives are changed. Look at Peter. He denied Jesus three times before a maid. He was sitting near the fire of coals by the soldiers of Pilate. The cock crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the words Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times”.  Then peter went out and wept bitterly.    When the eyes of God meet the eyes of a backslider, revival occurs. What did Peter Remember?   When the ever loving eyes of God penetrated into his eyes? Peter must have recollected all the sweet experiences he had with his master for more than three years. He must have remembered how the master called him to follow him. He must have remembered how Jesus taught and how He fed the multitudes. Peter must have thought of his bold confession, “Though all may leave you I will not leave you”. He must have remembered his bold declaration, “Thou art the Son of the living God”. All those confessions and declarations now proved false. He has become a Backslider. He could not bear this truth. So went out and wept bitterly. This is the preparation for true revival. This is repentance.
Isaiah saw his sin when He saw the Lord. (6:5).    Job saw his sin when

He saw the Lord (1:8, 33:9, 42:5-8) Daniel in whom nobody could find a fault sees his sin and vices when He saw the Lord. (10:7-9). God is the source of revival. When we see God in His holiness, we see our own sin and hate ourselves and repent.

God used a CROW to bring to bring revival in the life of Peter. God used a big fish to bring repentance and revival in the life of Jonah. God used a donkey to speak to the backslidden Prophet Balaam. God used wind and waves to shake Jonah and bring him back to Him. God can use anything to bring true repentance and revival in the lives of His disobedient children. May God use this message of His unworthy servant, to bring revival into your heart and life, if you are living in disobedience and sin these days?
2: REVIVAL REQUIRES HONESTY WITH GOD. (Gen: 27 & 32) 

Jacob wanted blessing from his aged and blind father Isaac. He obtained that in a deceitful way. He impersonated as his brother Esau. He lied to his father, “I am Esau your first born”.  The blind father blessed him. But for the long 20 years he could not appropriate or enjoy the blessing. He was deceived by his father in law Laban. Tired of life, Jacob is returning home. But he desperately wanted the blessing from God. He wrestled with the angel of the Lord (God Himself) the whole night. The Lord said, “Let I go; the day breaks”. But Jacob cried, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me”. Then the Lord asked, “What is your name?”    Jacob replied, “I am Jacob”. Then the Lord blessed him.

For twenty years Jacob was living a ‘LIE’. He was pretender. He was deceiver. He was grabber. He was supplanter. (These are the meanings of his name). So for 20 long years he lived in the darkness of self life. No wonder, “the Sun was set” for him. 
Now after 20 years God asked his name. Jacob had to speak out his correct name. He cannot life to God who is never blind!  It is only after that God blessed him. It was then “the Sun rose upon him” (Gen: 32: 31). He started enjoying the sunshine of God’s life and God’s blessing.

Only then Jacob got the courage to return through the land of his brother Esau whom he had deceived twenty years ago. Revival requires honest repentance and true confession. 

King David lived in distress for some time because He was hiding his sin. But when he was honest with God and confessed his sin, God forgave him and gave him back the joy of salvation. (Psalm: 32 & 51). This is called ‘brokenness before God”. Jacob was broken by God at Penuel. He lived as a broken man till his death. That is signified by his limping till death. That means, he had to be fully dependant on God. He did not have any ego or self confidence. God had to be His strength. This is true revival.
3: REVIVAL INVOLVES RETURN:  (Gen: 31:3.)
God asked Jacob to return to his home. Jacob did. He had to pass through the land of Easow his brother whom he deceived and hurt so deeply, twenty years ago. (32:3). Jacob must have hated to return that way. 
But there was no ‘short cut’.  Jacob had to meet his brother and get reconciled to him. (Gen: 33). Are you seeking true revival? Get reconciled to the ones whom you hurt years ago. Ask forgiveness to the ones whom you had been hard and insensitive years ago. Forgive those who hurt you many years ago and without a cause.

This is one of the greatest needs in our homes and in our churches.  Jesus demands that we should ask forgiveness and be reconciled to our brethren, before we worship Him. (Matt: 5: 23, 24). God does not accept the worship of those who continue in anger, bitterness, jealousy, vengeance, revenge and retaliation. This is the right time, dear reader to allow God to search your heart.
4: REVIVAL RESULTS IN FELLOWSHIP (Gen: 33:3-10.) 
Jacob had deeply wounded his brother. The deceit was very severe. He stole all the blessings that were meant for the first son. He did also cunningly buy his birth right. Esau hated him and sought to kill him. Jacob had to run away. Now after twenty years, Jacob returns.

He could not avoid his brother. He was scared when he saw his brother coming towards him four hundred of his men. Jacob thought that his brother was going to attack him and kill him. So he wanted to soften his brother by giving gifts. He sent his servants first. Then his wives and lastly his children. Jacob did not see any anger in Esau. Why?  God had softened the heat of Esau already. That was a miracle. This was beyond the expectation of Jacob. But had already started pouring His blessings and favor on Jacob. “Sun Rose upon him”. He started living in the sunshine of God’s favor. That is because of the Penuel experience, where Jacob was broken. When we are broken before God, when we are honest before God, when we confess our sins to Him, God will make the enemies as our friends.
This is a precious lesson for those who have conflicts and wars with other believers. This is a lesson for those believers who go to civil and criminal courts for the sake of their ‘rights’.  It is better to surrender to God and allow Him to choose for you. The portion He provides to you will be greater and sweeter than what you will get by your own battles, plots and plans. 

Jacob approached his brother bowing before him seven times.  He was ready to be humble before the one whom he had insulted, deceived and robbed. This is nothing but the deep work of the Lord in his heart at Penuel. 

They embraced each other, fell on each others neck and started weeping. That weeping was pregnant with very deep meanings and implications. That weeping expressed the remorse and apology of Jacob. That weeping loudly spoke the forgiveness of Esau, by the Grace of God.

“I saw you, as if I had seen the face of God” said Jacob to Esau.  When we are truly revived, we will be able to see the beauty on the face of every child of God. We will consider them better than ourselves. We will submit to one another. 

Personal revival brings Church revival. There will be great unity in Church. There will be great power in the Church. Then the Church will be able to do exploit for God.

May the Lord cause this message to bring true revival in your life!
