OH, FOR A MAN TO STAND IN THE GAP !
  
“ I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall  and stand before 
me in   
the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found 
none”.

            (Ezek:   22:30, 31.


Throughout the ages of human history God is seeking for men and women who will stand in the gap to mediate, intercede and get this sinners reconciled to God.  Unfortunately it is hard to find sufficient people for this task. Therefore Jesus cried out in sadness, “Harvest truly is plentiful, but laborers are few”. (Matt.9.37). Again in Mathew 20.1-16 Jesus told the parable of a landlord in desperate need for harvesters and could not find enough people because they were all idling their times in the market place. Jonah was called by the Lord to go to Nineveh as an ambassador of the Lord and save them from destruction. But he disobeyed. That is the problem today also. Millions are perishing in sin. We do not have enough laborers to go to the ministry of evangelism and church planting, though this is the highest vocation God offers to any man.

However in such a dark and discouraging situation, there are people who obey the call of the Lord and “launch out into the deep” risking their lives to win souls and lead them to glory. When the earth was filled with wickedness and God was about to destroy the world by flood, He sought for a righteous man to stand in the gap. He found Noah. When Israel was forgetting God and unrighteousness was increasing God found an young boy Samuel who stood in the gap to save His people. In Isaiah Chapter we hear the call of God, “Whom hall I send and who will go for us”.  Prophet Isaiah responded saying, “Here am I. Send me”. Jeremiah stood in the gap weeping and interceding for the rebellious and sinning people of Israel. Nehemiah heard the call of God and he obeyed. He left the comfort of the heathen palace and went over to the desolated city of Jerusalem to rebuild the walls and bring glory to God’s people.

The most sublime picture of  someone standing in the gap between Holy God and sinful humanity is Jesus Christ the Son of God. From the first book in the Bible till the last book we read the story of Jesus Christ who took upon Himself the sin of man , stood in the gap and delivered sinners from hell to heaven. Because of the sin of man a big gulf happened between holy God and sinful humanity. There was no one to stand in this gap. There was no human resource to fill this gap. In the fullness of time God Himself sent his begotten Son into the world to bear the iniquities of man , bridge the gap and prepare the way for the reconciliation man with God , salvation for eternity. 


Jesus Christ has commissioned His Church to stand in the gap between sinners and God, showing the hell-bound sinners the way of salvation by putting their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and in his redemptive work on the cross. 


God is calling men and women to stand in the gap and show the way of salvation to every tongue and tribe all over the world.(2 Chron: 16:9, 1 Sam: 16:7, Matt: 9:37-39). God is calling each of His children to stand in the Gap between Sinners and God, between backsliders and God, between a nation and God, between a family and God, between each ethnic group and God. God wants His Church to stand in the gap for every tribe and tongue on earth, to plead with them to get reconciled with God.

The text before us is that kind of a call from God. To make the meaning simple and clear, I want to study together with you some Bible personalities who stood in the gap pleading for the people in danger and bringing protection and peace to those who were in great peril.


  Abraham is the first person that comes to my mind. ( Gen: 18:23-34.). His nephew Lot was a righteous man. But for the sake of better pasture for his cattle and for material prosperity Lot left Abraham and went to the wrong place, Sodom. That was a place of sin and all kinds of wickedness. Though Lot became a prosperous man and a respected leader in the city, his soul 'vexed' in that 'backslid-en' condition. 


God was grieved because of the sinfulness of the people in Sodom. So He decided to destroy the city by fire. But He remembered Lot, the righteous man in the wrong place. God looked for a man to stand in the gap between Him and Lot the backslider. The verses we have read together tells that Abraham stood in the gap and pleaded for his nephew and his family. 


Lot deserted Abraham because of the unholy ambition for worldly property , prosperity and success. This departure took place after between the herdsmen of Abraham and the herdsmen of Lot. We can easily visualize the 'sourness' (bad taste) occurred at least slightly between uncle and nephew ! (Gen.13)


When Lot was in danger of captivity , Abraham went after the captors with his 318 strong men , defeated the enemies and rescued Lot.( Gen.14) 


This was a 'wake up call' (warning) from God to Lot. Lot should have repented of his backsliding . But he did not. Lot should have gone back to be with his godly uncle. Godly companionship and fellowship is better and safer for every child of God.  But Lot did not give heed to his inner voice and the biblical command. He continued to live on in Sodom because of his unrighteous ambition to be richer and to be a public figure in the world.


Now, when the Lord was about to pour down fire and brimstone upon Sodom, lot and his family were in great danger. It was at that time Abraham stood in the gap and cried before God for sparing the lives of Lot and his family . God heard and answered the petition of Abraham, who is known as 'the friend of God'. 


Abraham could have harbored in his heart the hurt caused by Lot and his servants. But he did not. When Lot was in danger Abraham stood in the gap not just once but twice. 


This brings to my remembrance the story of one young man who rebelled against his father, grandfather and uncle who brought him up . Because of his unholy craving for landed property and buildings he betrayed them, filed civil cases and criminal cases with false accusations against them. His father died early with a broken heart for his son who showed divided loyalties. His grandfather who prayed in tears for his restoration and reconciliation died with his prayers unanswered. 


This young man who profess faith in Christ and claims Christian leadership met with a serious road accident. His life was spared by God's long-suffering . His uncle continues to stand in the gap and intercedes for his rebellious nephew who has not give heed to the 'wake up call' from the righteous God. 


This is a call to you dearly beloved to rise up and stand in the gap for those who are backsliding . That may be a family member. That may be your nephew . That may be a person who did hurt you.


God calls you to stand in the gap for your unsaved kith and kin. God is wanting you to stand in the gap for your backslid-en family folks who may have even wounded you terribly in the past, in their craving for lands, house, property and possessions. Please forgive them. Please forget their rebellion. Please stand before God and intercede for them.


Moses stood in the gap for the nation of Israel when they rebelled against God and committed the sin of Idolatry. ( Exod . 32:32; Psalm 106. 23) In Exodus 32nd chapter the full story of this incident is recorded.


Jehovah God by His almighty power delivered the people of Israel and brought them out of Egypt where they were slaves of Pharaoh 430 years. They were expected to be thankful to the living God and worship him only. Idol worship was strictly prohibited. Their leader Moses went to Mount Sinai and was communing with God for 40 days. When Israel could not see Moses for several days, they demanded Aaron to give them a visible god, idol. Aaron was not bold enough to restrain them from this demand. So he collected the gold ornaments of the people and molded a calf idol. Aaron said to the people, “ This is your god , O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt”. The people fell prostrate before the idol and worshiped the golden calf.


The Lord was angry. He spoke to Moses, “ I have seen these people. They are a stiff-necked people. Now leave me alone that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation”.(v.9) Moses became extremely sad when he heard this terrible message from the Lord. Moses was not at all happy for the blessed promise of God to make him a great nation to replace the people of Israel. Therefore Moses wept before God and pleaded for mercy and pardon for His chosen people. The most heart touching climax of Moses interceding for the fallen Israel standing in the gap is recorded in v.31 &32, “ Oh what a great sin these people have committed ! They have made for themselves a god of gold ! Yet now, if you will forgive their sin- but if not , I pray blot me out your book which you have written”. The Lord answered his prayer and “ the Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people”. (v.14)


( The KJV reading tells that Aaron molded one golden calf as their god. But the NIV reading says that they made 'gods'- more than one golden calf.)


An in-depth study of this unpleasant brings to light some valuable truths for us who are expected to stand in the gap between failed men and God. 

(1) When Moses heard about the sin of idolatry by Israel, he was very sad and at the same time angry. It is a mixed emotion. He was grieved and at the same time he was hot with anger. We see the same mixed feeling of emotion in our Lord Jesus Christ when he went to the temple and saw the Jews turning the temple of God a place of merchandise. This should be the attitude of God's servants towards the sinning and backsliding people. We must be angry at sin. But we must intercede in tears for the sinner. It is unfortunate that many church leaders treat the fallen believers as permanent enemies and do all what they can to stop their rising up again for the Lord. They do not give a 'second chance' to those who miserably failed in their life and witness for the Lord. They forget the stories of David, Samson, Jonah, Peter and John Mark who were forgiven and received a second chance for service.

(2) In his holy anger Moses brought discipline among the people. He powdered the idol and forced them to drink. Secondly, he challenged the people to take a bold stand for God and the word of God. The Levites came forward to obey this call. They took their swords and slained 3000 people bringing separation and sanctification among the chosen people. A preacher of the Gospel must act in this way. He should not avoid preaching against sin. He should not avoid rebuking sin. Church leaders are “shepherds”. There are times to use the 'staff' softly to guide and direct the sheep. There are times to use the 'rod' to spank and correct the sheep. Church leaders are like fathers. They lovingly provide the needs and guide the children. And they sternly rebuke and discipline the children. The responsibility of church elders and pastors is unique.


(It is recorded that Moses in his uncontrollable anger and desperation, took the two tablets of ten commandments and broke them. Was this justifiable ? This is a question we could discuss . It is possible that servants of the most high God, at times in their zeal for the Lord and His Church may do things which are not spiritual because of 'self' and 'ego' overtaking them. The same thing happened to Moses another time. God told Moses to speak to the rock . But he smote the rock twice in his anger . He spoke words that did not glorify God. Therefore the Lord was unhappy and did not permit Moses to enter the land of Canaan. Ministers of the Gospel and the leaders in the Church of Jesus Christ should serve the Lord and His Church in all humility and brokenness. Self gratification , ego and pride have no place in Christian Service.)

(3) We learn another splendid example from this story of  Moses standing in the gap between God and His rebellious children. In His wrath God declared that He would destroy the nation of Israel and will bring out a great nation from the family of Moses. This indeed was very much attractive and tempting- to be a great nation. Moses could have accepted that offer. He could have argued within himself for self satisfaction, “ This is the reward that God is giving me for all the sufferings and sacrifices I have endured in obeying God.”.  When such a great promotion was offered to him by God, Moses could have answered to God, “ Oh God, I thank you for offering such a blessed privilege. Though I did not serve you for any reward, I knew that you are a just God and sees all my labors and will reward me in your good time. Thank you.” But Moses did not yield to that kind of carnal desires. He did not desire any profit or gain in obeying and serving the people of God. This should ever remain a great example for all of us who are in the ministry of God and His Church. This example should awaken all those who are seeking position, promotion, riches and material gains in serving the Lord and His people. The safety, welfare and comfort of God's people was more important to Moses than his own welfare and security. This is the selfless service example for all Christian ministers.

(4) The ministry of standing in the gap, the true service a mediator doing advocacy and intercession is like 'atonement' that Moses announced (v.30). In atonement the savior boldly owns the sins of the people and confesses sin on their behalf. This advocate is a substitute for the criminal. The man in the gap is ready to receive whatever punishment the judge was intending to give to the disobedient. This is what Moses did while standing in the gap between God and Israel. He carried the sin of the people. He volunteered to receive the punishment God intended to give to the rebellious people. He pleaded, “ ...if you forgive their sin- but if not , I pray, blot me out of your book which you have written” (v.32). We notice a hyphen and a semi column in the middle of this verse. In the English version we see only a hyphen. This has a deep and hidden meaning. Moses was pleading for the people of Israel . He could not continue his audible prayer. He was sobbing and weeping. That is why there is a hyphen in the middle of the verse. 

God is seeking for people who will intercede in tears and sobbing for the unsaved and backsliding people. God is looking for people who will pay any price to stand in the gap and win the lost and dying world to Christ. Jeremiah  was a man who wept day and night when he foresaw the imminent captivity of Israel ( Jer. 9.1). The hole book of Lamentations is the weeping of Jeremiah when he stood in the gap between the righteous God and the children of God who went after idolatry and unrighteous living.  Apostle Paul is another sublime example for this kind of 'atonement' that we saw already. Paul was in great pain and was weeping for the 'religious and yet lost' people of Israel. ( Rom. 9.1-5, 10.1). He was even ready to be a curse if by that Israel could be saved.



God is seeking and searching for these kinds of  pioneer missionaries to go 

                        to the unreached and unengaged tribes and tongues of this world. God desires that the shepherds of His flock should be on their knees pleading for revival and restoration of the saints who are spiritually cold and dry. God wants His church to be burning with holiness, passion, love for the lost and worship of the Lord.


QUEEN ESTHER is the third main character comes to my mind out of the hosts of other Bible personalities who stood in the gap for the helpless and needy and those who live in the shadow of danger and death. ( Esther 4.13,14). Let me bring out the main points without going to all the details of the story of Esther.


God lifted Esther an orphan girl to be queen for Ahasuerus in the palace of Shushan. She was a Jewish girl .Haman the Agagite cunningly plotted and successfully convince the king for the annihilation of the Hebrew people. Esther was the only person who could stand in the gap and save the people from danger and destruction. If she dare to do that advocacy for the Jews, her life was at great risk. The king could become angry and depose her from the palace or condemn her to death. 


Mordecai , Esther's cousin who brought her up after the early death of her parents, requested Esther to go to the King and plead for the deliverance of her people. Esther was in a terrible dilemma. She was not called by the king for thirty days . If she appears before the king without his call , her life would be in jeopardy.  When she passed on this situation and her hesitation to go to the king, Mordecai sent a message back to her saying, “ Do not think in your heart that you will escape in the king's palace any more than all the other Jews. For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. YET WHO KNOWS WHETHER YOU HAVE COME TO THE KINGDOM FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS? (4:14)


Now look at the way Esther responded to Mordecai and took resolve to stand in the gap fully aware of the great danger and risk to her own life.  She responded, “ Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. AND SO I WILL GO TO THE KING, WHICH IS AGAINST THE LAW; AND IF I PERISH I PERISH!”


The story goes on to say that Esther risked her life and approached the king . The Lord gave favor in his heart towards Esther. She was able to stand in the gap and plead for her people who were in the shadow of sword and death. The king altered his verdict. The Hebrews were protected. Haman the plotter was killed along with his whole family. 


What a lesson to learn from this heat touching story !  Dear saints of the Lord, we were like orphans wandering, starving and dying in sin and going to hell. God in His grace and mercy had compassion on us and lifted us up and adopted us as His beloved children. We are called  His precious bride. Christ is our bridegroom. He wants us to go to every nook and corner of the world and deliver people from darkness eternal doom in the lake of fire. 


Years ago missionaries came over to our country exposing themselves to hostle climate, diseases and epidemics and they brought the Gospel of salvation to our forefathers. Many of them died in the mission fields in the hands of enemies and because of  non availability of medical treatment in their sickness. They stood in the gap for you and me. Someone came to you and me and shared the good news of salvation. Our death is vanished and we are alive in Christ. 


It is our responsibility , beloved, to carry the Gospel to every tongue and tribe that remain in darkness even at this 21st century. Yes, there are thousands of  nations (ethnic groups) scattered all over the world . They have not heard the name of Christ yet. Hundreds of those people groups live even in our great and beloved country , India. Beloved, let us leave our comfort zones and let us go out to the mountains and valleys in search of those people  who are ignorantly marching towards eternal torments in hell.

Let us live frugal lives and spend all the money we can to support pioneer missionaries who are risking their lives and standing in the gap in most difficult places. Let us stand in the gap and provide for the material needs of the missionary families. Let us rise up and do the advocacy for the church planters in remote regions , challenging and inspiring churches in prosperous countries to render help to these ambassadors of the Lord. Let us spend all our resources for pulling out precious souls from the bottomless pit, eternal darkness. 


As a brief personal testimony, God called me to fulltime ministry in January 1968. I was unwilling to obey. For six month I bargained with the Lord to spare me and look for someone else. I promised Him even 50% of my income for the work of the Lord if He makes me rich. But I had no peace in my heart as long as I continued disobeying God. Finally, on June 3 1968 I resigned my job and entered into full time service as a preacher of the Gospel. Four decades are passed. I look back. I thank my God for calling me and persuading me to stand in the gap for tribes and tongues that lived in darkness. So now I am a satisfied man and can loudly declare along with Apostle Paul, “ I thank my God who by His Grace called me and put me into the ministry”.
Dearly beloved, before you leave this room will you please obey the call of God asking you to stand in the gap ? Can you sense the pain in God’ heart when he exclaimed, “ But I found none”.  Will you declare along with prophet Isaiah, “Here am I. Send me”. 

          ( This is a message preached in many places in the past, but prepared in full on August 4, 2011 while California, USA. This message can be elaborated with stories of great missionaries who cartied the Gospel to remote regions of the world , giving up their comforts and risking their lives and even laying down their lives in the mission fields. Stories of  Adoniram Judson, William Carey, John Knox, Hudson Tailor,  Jim Elliot and many more inspiring lives...)

